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26/04/2022 
 
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

We have been reviewing the courses that we will offer next year in the Technology department 
and would like to consult you about the possibility of changing the current GCSE Engineering to 
a vocational course. The course that we are considering is Level 2 Vocational Award in 
Engineering (Technical Award), which is the equivalent of a GCSE.  We have done this because 
feedback from students and staff is that the existing courses we offer do not offer enough 
practical engineering experience. We feel that the Vocational Award is the best Engineering 
course available and offers a good blend of practical and theoretical elements. It has been 
successfully used in several schools across The Two Counties Trust and we are confident that it 
will be a course that students will both enjoy and be successful on. 

 

We are aware that we are already delivering current GCSE course but we are confident that both 
the practical and theoretical skills will transfer seamlessly into the vocational course. Vocational 
qualifications are high quality qualifications that are equivalent in value to GCSEs and are treated 
as equal to GCSEs by sixth forms, colleges and employers. If you would like more information on 
the course or vocational qualifications then please don’t hesitate to contact myself. Alternatively, 
you can look at the specification online at 

https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-engineering/. 

 

The vocational course specification is divided into three units that will be submitted in year 11, 
these include a manufacturing task, a design task and a final written exam at the end of year 11. 

 

I would like to open a consultation for you to send your thoughts on this change, this will close on 
Wednesday 4th May 2022 . Please e-mail me on engconsultation@friesland.ttct.co.uk to share 
your views on this proposed switch.  If we don’t receive any communication from you then we will 
assume that you are happy with this change. 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Claire Hodge 
Subject leader of Technology 
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