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22/04/2022 
 
Dear Families, 

 

I hope you have all had a wonderful Easter break.  As the summer term is about to begin I thought it was a 
good time to write to you with some information and reminders.  Firstly, a reminder on the covid letter I 
sent out prior to the holiday and the updated guidance, which is basically to now treat covid as you would 
any other illness: 

- If your child is too ill to attend school please inform us as normal 

- Once they feel better and are able to return they can do so, with no time restrictions on that return 

- The request to test for covid twice weekly has been removed, and we have very nearly run out of 
test kits 

- If you do have any remaining test kits, and your child tests positive for covid, we ask that they 
isolate for 5 days, returning on the 6th, but with no need for a negative test prior to that return 

As has been the case throughout the pandemic, if you are unsure at all as to what to do either e-mail or 
ring in and we will assist you. 

For a while now I have been embarrassed about the condition of our toilets at Friesland School, and I know 
that many of you have had concerns which you have raised with me, and rightly so.  Over the Easter holiday 
a range of work has gone into our toilets to improve the situation in the short term: 

- Where cubicles were broken they have been fixed with all fixtures and fittings replaced. 

- The toilets now have re-fitted external doors, which are on a magnetic lock activated by staff fobs.  
These will be opened at break and lunch, when we will have staff at both blocks to ensure no 
students are trying to gather in the cubicles.  If a student needs to the toilet during lesson time, 
they will request a fob to gain entry at either student reception or student services. 

- This means that students will always be able to go to the toilet without any worry of it being 
occupied by other students either during the day or at break/lunch. 

- Unfortunately, due to plumbing issues which will require a full re-fit of the SMT toilet block it is still 
not possible to have all of the girls toilet cubicles in operation.  I am working on a long term 
solution for this, but it will require the whole block of student and staff toilets to be removed and 
re-fitted, as the problems are underneath the structure and require significant improvements. 

Unfortunately, it is the case that a very small number of students account for the vandalism and anti-social 
behaviour issues we have experienced in our toilets, especially since we returned to school this 
September.  To combat this I have invested in a complete overhaul in our CCTV provision, which will result 
in a significant increase in our coverage across school in the coming months.  I am sure that the changes 
outlined above will significantly improve the situation, and I thank everyone who has been in touch with me 
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for the feedback on our toilets.  I am running assemblies with all year groups next week to explain these 
changes. 

In my assembly I will also remind our students of the Friesland values of Ambition, Teamwork, Honesty and 
Respect highlighting those key things we expect of our brilliant Friesland students: 

- To be punctual.  Please remember that we expect students to be on site by 8:22am, as punctuality 
is a key life skill that helps us all to be successful in our lives. 

- To be fully equipped.  Please make sure your child arrives ready to learn on Monday with their 
pens, pencil, rubber, ruler and green pen.  Well equipped students are successful students! 

- To wear their uniform with pride.  I am so very proud to work at Friesland, and I hope that all 
Friesland students are proud to attend our school.  Successful students wear their uniform correctly 
and respectfully. 

As I said many times last term, in letters and the newsletter, I am so proud of the vast majority of our 
students and the way they conduct themselves every day.  We are making a lot of changes at Friesland, 
and I truly believe that they will lead us into turning a good school into a genuinely outstanding one.  The 
focus of everything we do must be on our students’ success, both academically and socially, as they leave 
us at 16 or 18 to go onto achieve amazing things.  Your support in that process is much appreciated, and I 
welcome any feedback you may have on our school, at any time.  It is important to note that whilst we are 
making these changes to improve our community, our focus on student wellbeing remains paramount.  All 
of our youngsters have been through a lot over the past two years, and it is vital we continue to look after 
and support each other.  If you or your child have any concerns please check out the support links on our 
website, contact your child’s form tutor or any member of the safeguarding or pastoral teams. 

 

I really look forward to the summer term and the improvements we will continue to make together. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Craig Patterson 
Headteacher 

 


