
 

   

 

 

 

Word of the Week  

Gruelling (adjective) lacking in variety. 

Can you use this word in a sentence? 

Contact details 

You can now tell us online of any changes to 
your details via our webform - go to 

   www.friesland.ttct.co.uk/information/forms/ 

and select 'Update Student details'. 

Accelerated Reader 

Congratulations to this week’s Accelerated 
Reader… 

• Esmee Brennan (Yr 7) 225,712 words 

• Asher Huskisson (Yr 8) 424,489 words 

• Nathaniel Faghy (Yr 9) 299,085 words 

Humanities Heroes 

Congratulations to the most recent 
Humanities Heroes…  

Millie Storey, Freya Trickett, Ethan Foord, 
Beau Macare and Finlay Collings. 
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Headteacher’s message  

As we reach the end of term, it is the ideal time to look 
back on the past 12 weeks in school.  Since January we 
have had real success with our ‘ready to learn’ plan, 
including improved equipment, uniform and 
punctuality.  I have been incredibly impressed with the 
work ethic the vast majority of our students continue to 
show in the vast majority of their lessons. 

We continue to use class charts as a means of recording 
all positives and negatives in lessons at Friesland, with 
over 750,000 positives recorded so far this year, 
comfortably the most ever!  Comparatively, only 38,000 
negatives have been recorded, so 95% of all class charts 
entries are positive.  If you do not yet have the free app 
please request your code, as it is a great way of getting 
daily and weekly updates on how your child is doing.  
We will also be sending out the letters for activities 
weeks and rewards trips after Easter, so students with 
lots of positives will be able to start to book onto which 
trip they would like to enjoy. 

I hope you all have a lovely holiday and look forward to 
seeing the students on the 25th, refreshed and raring to 
go for the summer term. 

Craig Patterson - Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autism Acceptance Week 

Autism Acceptance Week 2022 - The Year 9, Year 10 
and Year 11 Prince's Trust groups have worked 
incredibly hard over the past few weeks to plan and 
promote a sweet sale for the entire student body to 
raise money for The National Autistic Society. All of 
their hard work helped to raise over £300 to donate to 
such a fantastic cause. Well done everyone involved! 
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Sixth Form Alumni – Where are they now? 

I attended Friesland sixth form 2016-2018 and feel 
that my time at Friesland prepared me not just for 
university but for the world of work too.  

Whilst at Friesland I was supported greatly in my 
pursuit of attending university and I graduated in 2021 
from the University of Leeds with a BA in English 
literature and language. I believe my success at 
university was thanks to the support and guidance I 
found at sixth form to prepare me for independent 
learning. What I took from Friesland is that hard work 
and persistence will pay off. I learnt how to structure 
my opinion and use my voice in a valuable way and 
was always pushed to do better, something that I now 
look back on and value.  

I now work in local policing and politics as the 
research intern for the Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Derbyshire. In my role I work with a 
range of agencies from the Home Office, bidding for 
grants to improve the local area, to victims support 
and services, aiding commissioned services to provide 
for victims. In February of this year, I began working 
with victims of violence against women and girls, 
helping to create a co-commissioned strategy for 
tackling VAWG across Derbyshire. 

I would also like to note that I was an external student 
who was welcomed into the school by the teachers 
and students with open arms.  I am lucky enough to 
have made great friends who, following Friesland, are 
all achieving great things in their chosen fields of law, 
teaching and quantity surveying.  

Connie Brannan 

 

 

 

 

Career of the Week 

Furniture designers create designs for 
mass-produced furniture, furniture made in 
small batches and one-off pieces. 

Salary: £20,000 to £38,000 

You can get into this job through: 

• a university course 
• a college course 
• an apprenticeship 

You could work in a creative studio, from 
home or in a workshop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Careers in Medicine 

Many thanks to Dr Mandy Hampshire from the 
University of Nottingham Medical School and a 
local GP, for speaking to students who have 
expressed an interest in careers in medicine and 
other healthcare related professions. 

Dr Hampshire gave a real insight into the 
interpersonal skills and academic qualities that 
are required in these areas and spoke about the 
value of work experience, volunteering and part 
time jobs where communication, responsibility 
and trust are all essential. Mandy also 
emphasised that there are a range of virtual work experience opportunities that students can access, via 
www.studyinghealthcare.ac.uk/applications/medicine/work-experience-medicine. Unifrog also provides 
work experience links and MOOCS, which are free online courses that students can engage with to build 
their interest, knowledge and understanding. 

Students from year 10,11 and 12 asked a range of important questions and one of the central messages 
was that high GCSE and A Level grades are essential to gain interviews for Medical School, alongside 
performing strongly in the pre interview admissions tests (either UKAT or BMAT). However, once at 
interview, working under time pressure, communication skills and understanding the values of the NHS 
are fundamental. 

Dr Hampshire encouraged students and their families to visit the University of Nottingham on one of the 
regular Open Days to gain further insight – even if students are thinking beyond the local area. 

It was also emphasised that the medical and healthcare sector is looking to recruit a diverse range of 
employees in terms of gender, 

ethnicity and age; many employees enter the sector later in life and not straight from school or further 
education. 

Friesland Sixth Form supports students with applications for a wide range of medical and healthcare 
courses and in the last decade is proud to know that a number of Alumni are Doctors, Nurses, Vets, 
Physiotherapists, Midwives and working within other invaluable roles in this vital sector.  

 



British Science Week 

During the week starting 14th March, we were celebrating British Science Week by building spaghetti 
towers! Years 7 and 8 were set the challenge of building a tower as tall as they could from dried 
spaghetti and marshmallows. Students considered how skyscrapers are constructed, and used their 
design and engineering skills to think about the best shapes to use for building their towers. The 
winning design was from Mr Belsham’s class, and was a fantastic 87cm tall! Mrs Bilbie also had a go at 
building towers with her children over the weekend, which looks very impressive. A big well done to all 
involved. 

      

Maths Challenge 

Well done to all of our year 9s and year 10s who participated in the intermediate maths challenge. You 
all did so well! The following student were invited along to the next round for achieving such a high 
score. The year 9s were invited to the grey kangaroo and the year 10s were invited to the pink 
kangaroo. Congratulations to you all. 

Joshua Barnes, Jamie Frost, Nathaniel Faghy, James Halpin, Sophie Richmond, Harrison Weir, 
Ruben Booth, Ben Johnson, George Lowe and James Sheppard 

The Dance Show Returns 

It has been two years since the last Friesland 
dance show but this year it returned with a 
bang! 100 students from all year groups, 
performed in over 70 live dance pieces to sell 
out audiences, across two nights!  For many of 
our students this was their first experience of 
performing on stage and they did such an 
amazing, professional job.  For the GCSE and A 
level students this was a chance to showcase 
the work they have created for their exams next 
week and with this experience under their belt 
they should now all feel confident in their 
performances. Other pieces showcased were 
created in the school dance clubs that the 
department offers every night after school as 
well as works created in lessons across key 
stage 4 and 5.   We are once again very proud of all the students hard work and commitment that went 
into putting on such a large, unique to Friesland, event.  We thank all the families for their support and 
all the staff for the hours that they have put into the extra - curricular opportunities, ensuring our student 
get the cultural enrichment and wider opportunities that we value so highly in the department. Next stop 
High School Musical 2022! 

Louise Swindell - Dance Department 

 

 


