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05/01/2022 
 
Dear Families, 

Happy New Year to everyone, I hope you all had an enjoyable and restful holiday.  Whilst there has not 
been as much Covid related education news as during the Christmas holiday last year, there are still some 
points I need to update you on further to my letter of December 17th: 

- As you will no doubt be aware, we are being asked to extend mask wearing in schools to all inside 
spaces, including in lessons, until at least January 26th.  As a result your child must bring a face 
mask to school with them from their first day (depending on their on site testing date) unless 
exempt.  If your child is exempt please e-mail their Head of Year so that an exemption card can be 
provided 

- Isolation rules have also been changed, the details taken directly from the DFE update are below: 

Covid-19 self-isolation  

- Since Wednesday 22 December 2021, the 10-day self-isolation period for people who record a 
positive PCR test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances, unless 
you cannot test for any reason 

- Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who 
receive two negative results from these tests are no longer required to complete 10 full days of 
self-isolation. The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests 
must be taken 24 hours apart. If both these test results are negative, and the person does not have 
a high temperature, they may end their self-isolation after the second negative test result and 
return to school on or after day 7 

- Students identified as ‘close contacts’ of those who have tested positive for Covid also no longer 
need to self-isolate, but instead take a lateral flow test each day for 7 days 

I fully appreciate that there are some fairly significant changes here, and that it can all become quite 
confusing, especially as the lateral flow test advice here is very different to previously.  If you or a family 
member do test positive, and need any advice, please get in contact with school and we will help you. 

In terms of the lateral flow testing in school on Thursday 6th and Friday 7th January, the plan and testing 
schedule are attached below.  Please remember that you will be notified of a positive test within an hour, 
but it may take a day or more for the NHS to inform you of a negative result.  Basically, no news on the day 
is good news when it comes to on site testing. 

We have been given a provisional date in early March for our second round of on-site vaccinations, I will 
write to you next week with the final date.  Obviously, this is not as soon as we had hoped, and it may be 
that you would prefer to organise vaccinations yourself prior to that date.  Can I remind everyone that 
Friesland School does not have a position either way on vaccinations, it is entirely the choice of the 
individual/family on vaccinations. 

The rest of this letter is a direct copy of what was sent on Friday 17th December: 

When we return in January there are a few rules I would like to remind the students of, and a few new 
measures we are putting in place to further improve our school. 

It is really important that all of our students return to school in January fully equipped and ready to learn, so 
that everyone can be as successful as possible in all of their lessons.  I would like to remind and inform 
everyone of the following: 
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- Uniform must be correct from January, with no trainers or hooded tops to be worn.  If uniform is 
incorrect we will provide correct uniform as a temporary measure and inform home.  We will 
confiscate incorrect uniform for the day if required.  Students who refuse to wear the correct 
uniform will be sanctioned appropriately 

- Punctuality is key to our student’s success, and a life skill we are keen to instil.  Our punctuality 
policy in the mornings will remain the same, but will also be expanded to include lesson times.  If 
students are late to lessons, with no adequate reason, we will inform home and put after school 
sanctions in place the following day to catch up on any work missed 

- It is really important that all of our students are prepared to learn, including having the correct 
equipment.  From January 10th we expect all students to have the following equipment with them 
every day: timetable, pencil case, black pen, pencil, ruler and rubber .  Tutors will check this 
each morning to ensure that all of our students have the tools to allow them to be successful every 
day 

- We want to maximise learning time, with students in lessons achieving and being successful every 
day.  As a result, students will not be allowed out of lessons unless in exceptional circumstances or 
a for a pre-agreed reason.  If your child requires support, rather than leave their lesson their 
teacher will request that support comes to them 

On the morning of January 10th we will go through these rules with each form and Year group in an 
extended PSHE session, as I really feel we need to explain what we are trying to achieve to the students.  
Being fully equipped, on time and looking smart will enhance everyone’s chances of being successful at 
school, with the benefits that success brings for our students as they move on to the next chapter of their 
lives beyond school.  Our students are exceptional, and I want all of them to absolutely maximise their 
potential.  By getting the basics right we allow 100% of our time in school to be spent on their learning, as 
well as preparation for life beyond school. 

I will write to you again on January 5th with a reminder of the testing plan and the above, hopefully there 
will not have been any further Covid announcements or changes up to that point.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to than all of you for your support through what has been another challenging year, and to 
wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 

January testing plan: 

As has been the case previously, we are being asked to give a lateral flow test to each student in Y7 – Y13 
prior to their return to school in January.  These will be the same tests that you are used to administering at 
home. 

In order to facilitate these tests as quickly as possible our plan is to run a staggered start over 3 days: 

Thursday 6th Jan:  

- Y11 in school all day and to test in the morning.  Students will be in small groups prior to testing 

- Y13 in school and normal lessons from P3, testing prior to lessons 

- Y10 and Y12 to be invited in for testing only, lessons to be online that day 

- Y7, Y8 and Y9 lessons on line all day 

Friday 7th Jan: 

- Y11 and Y13 in school and normal lessons all day 

- Y10 and Y12 in school and normal lessons all day 

- Y7, Y8 and Y9 to be invited in for testing only, lessons to be online that day 

Monday 10th Jan: 

- All year groups in school as normal 
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The full schedule for each year group and form: 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Craig Patterson 

Headteacher 

08:30 11F 08:30 7F

08:45 11R 08:45 7R

09:00 11I 09:00 7I

09:15 11E 09:15 7E

09:30 11S 09:30 7S

09:45 11L 09:45 7L

10:00 11A 10:00 7A

10:15 11N 10:15 7N

10:30 10:30 8F

10:45 10:45 8R

11:00 11:00 8I

11:15 8E

12:00 10F 11:30 8S

12:15 10R 11:45 8L

12:30 10I 12:00 8A

12:45 10E 12:15 8N

13:00 10S

13:15 10L 13:00 9F

13:30 10A 13:10 9R

13:45 10N 13:20 9I

14:00 13:30 9E

14:15 13:40 9S 

14:30 13:50 9L

14:00 9A

14:10 9N

14:20 9D

Thurs 06.01.2022 Fri 07.01.2022

Year 9

13:00-14:40

Year 8

10:30 - 12:30

Year 11

08:30-10:30

Year 13 

10:30 - 11:00

Year 10

12:00 - 14:00

Year 12

14:00 - 14:40

Year 13

Year 12

Year 7

08:30-10:30


